Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department

From To
K.V. Muralidharan, I.A.S., The Principal Secretary,
Commissioner, Tourism, Culture and Religious Endowments
Chennai - 34. Department,
Chennai - 9.

R.C.N0.54571/ 2023 /G1, date.07.11.2023
Respected Sir,

Subject: Report on the Construction Activity very close to the East
Gopuram of  Arulmigu Arunachaleswarar  Temple,
Thiruvannamalai - Reg.

... Reference: 1. Letter no.844 / SC / 2023, dated 03.11.2023 from the
Secretary to Governor, Governor’'s Secretariat, Chennai
600 022.

Assembly Announcement 2023-2024 - No.223

. Trustees Resolution No.54, dated 01.09.2023

. GO (MS) No.336, dated 14.09.2023, of Tourism, Culture

and Religious Endowments (RE4-1) Department
5. Joint Commissioner / Executive Officer, Arulmigu
Arunachaleswarar Temple, Thiruvannamalai, Letter with

R.C.N0.47/2023/A3, dated 06.11.2023
Kok ok K ok K K

Apropos to the above letter on the subject matter, it is humbly
submitted that

i. Arulmigu Arunachaleswarar Temple, Thiruvannamalai, is published
under section 46(iii) of the HR&CE Act, 1959, and under the
administration of the Board of Trustees and Executive Officer in the
cadre of Joint Commissioner. The income of the Temple for the Fasli
Year 1432 is Rs.22,10,17,161/-.

2. There were 21 Vessel Shops and 6 Nos of fancy shops under the Tin
roof in front of the temple, which mar the artistic appearance of temple.
Hence, it has been proposed to regulate the temple shops and the
existing 63 shops located adjacent to the Thirumanjana Gopuram.
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3. The Hon’ble Minister of this Department had announced on the Floor of
the Assembly during the year 2023 - 2024, vide Announcement
No.223, to construct shops at the place belonging to the temple, by
removing the existing temporary shops, at an estimated cost of
Rs.5.99 crore. The Board of Trustees has resolved to construct the
Shops.

4, With a view to implement the announcement, an Administrative
Sanction (AS) has been issued vide reference under 4, to construct the
shops at an estimated cost of Rs.6.40 crore through the Public Works
Department, as Deposit Work.

5. Following the AS, the proposed site for construction has been handed
over to the Public Works Department on 19.10.2023 and the

construction works are in progress. The number of shops proposed to
be constructed are
(i) 56 shops in 6,028 sq.ft at South side of the East Gopuram
and;
(ii) 94 shops in 3,432 sq.ft at North side of the East Gopuram;

and in total 150 shops with .

6. The total height of the Rajgopuram is 217 feet, in which the height of
Kalkaram is 34 feet.

7. As there is a gap of 25 feet between the shops and the Rajagopuram of
the temple, the construction wiil no way affect the East Gopuram. Since
it has been obtained during the soil test that the soil at this area is soft
and sandy, the foundation for this construction is being laid at the
depth of 8 feet and 3 inches.

8. There is a gap of 1.3 feet on South Side and 8.3 feet on North Side,
between the shops and the edge of the East Rajagopuram’s Kalkaram,
and the height of the Shops at South side of the Gopuram will be
26.5 feet and the height of the Shops at North side of the Gopuram will

be 15.5 feet only, and hence the view of the East Gopuram will not be
obstructed.
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9. The Tin roof of the old shops in front of the Rajagopuram were
obstructing the view of Kalkaram of the Rajagopuram by 2 feet.
Hence, the new proposed shops at South side away by 1 feet and 3
Inches and at North side away by 8 feet and 3 inches.

10. After the construction of new shops, the space in front of the Kalkaram

of East Rajagopuram would be left vacant without any construction.

In view of the above, it is humbly informed that the construction of

shops will in no way (i) damage the East Rajagopuram, and (ii) also

obstruct its view.

Sd/- K.V. Muralidharan
Commissioner

e
/{True copy//by order// %\\\Wﬁ
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Joint Commissioner (Thiruppani)
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